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2017 – 2018
PTO Board Meetings
(all meetings begin at 8:45
am)

A Message from our Morse

Friday, August 25
Friday, September 15
Friday, November 17
Friday, January 19, 2018
Friday, February 16
Friday, March 23
Friday, April 20

2017 – 2018
PTO General Membership
Meetings
Thursday, October 12
7:30-9:00 pm
Thursday, February 22,
2018
Tuesday, April 10
(Elections)

2017-2018 Presidents
Happy Summer Morse Families!
Before we embark on the upcoming school year, let’s take a moment to celebrate last year’s
many accomplishments. Take a look at a few of these highlights!
During the 2016-2017 school year PTO awarded over $8,000 in staff grants through our Take
Stock initiative, sponsored two author’s workshops, provided three staff lunches, organized
volunteers for special activities and events throughout the year, supported classroom party
efforts and school celebrations, community service, and beautification in the OWLs
garden. We experienced record turnout at our community events resulting in revenue to
reach our ultimate playground goal of $40,000. Best of all, we think our school community
enjoyed the fellowship and fun we all had along the way. The playground renovations have
begun and we will begin this school year with big plans to continue making Morse the best
place for our children to learn and grow.
This year PTO will again support staff grants to support innovative and engaging instruction for
our students through our Take Stock Program. PTO will not ask students and families to sell
items in order to raise money for our school. Please consider the time, effort, and cost of sales
when you determine if and how much you will contribute to Take Stock. All funds contributed
through Take Stock will go directly to staff grants, which impact every student several times
over, and will be listed on our webpage after the grants committee approves them.
Also for 2017-2018, PTO voted to support the flexible seating initiative that is already
transforming learning at Morse. Flexible seating allows comfort, choice and learner ownership
of space through varied seating options to support learning. Many students experienced the
beginnings of this shift at the end of last year. The second grade students were most
experienced in flexible seating as their teachers were granted funds through Take Stock grants
to explore flexible seating in their classrooms at the beginning of last year. The PTO will be
devoting our event proceeds to this initiative and hope to assist in outfitting every classroom
and learning space in the building with these options for our students. We know this will
continue to show that Morse is student centered and community strong.
We hope you and your families continue to have an excellent summer and we can't wait to see
you all again in August!
Sincerely,
Theresa Korte and Amy Stiner
Morse PTO Presidents
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2017-2018

Spiritwear Link:

Calendar of
http://www.morsepto.com/spirit-wear.html

Events
Playground Updates
Meet the Teacher Night
Monday, August 14
5 pm–6 pm
First day of School
Wednesday, August 16
Morse Back to School
Night
Wednesday, August 30
6:30 pm-8:30 pm
Harvest Hustle
Friday, October 6

!!!!

The Morse PTO issued a check for
$40,000 to Morse Elementary at the end
of May to pay for playground upgrades
during this summer’s playground
renovations. This was accomplished
through the awesome support of our
school community. The large structure
is already up and ready for play, soon
the other play equipment will be
finished, the Gaga ball pit will be
resurfaced, and benches will
arrive. Keep your eyes on the progress,
as well as information about a
playground party sponsored by PTO coming soon!

Morse Carnival and Fun Run !!!
TAKE STOCK
IN MORSE !!!
Don’t forget you can
TAKE STOCK IN
MORSE
when registering
students for school.
The Take Stock
money goes to
fund teacher and staff
grants !!!!

Celebrations to Kat Kramer and her team of
carnival volunteers for last year’s amazing event!
We also want to thank the many community
sponsors that helped make the event both fun and
financially supportive to our playground efforts.
The Fun Run and Carnival was a terrific family event and
raised close to $6,000 for our PTO.

Volunteer Opportunities ! ! !
There are a few events and committees in need of
volunteers to coordinate. Harvest Hustle (aka:
Mother/Son) is October 6 and in need of volunteers. Please
contact Leslee Nelson if you are able to assist with
preparations for this fun community
event. lnelson823@gmail.com This is Leslee's last year
chairing this event, so we are also looking for someone who
might shadow her this year and chair this event the next year.
Use this link to see where you're needed and sign-up!
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4faea92cab9-201617
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Theresa Korte- Co-President
Theresa has more than a decade of experience in elementary education. She holds bachelor's and
master's degrees in education and taught second and fifth grade, including 6 years at Blue Valley's
Harmony Elementary. This is Theresa's second year as President of the Morse PTO. She is excited
to serve the Morse community for another year and is looking forward to the start of school. Theresa
is currently staying at home with her two children. Her oldest child, also Theresa, is going to be in
third grade, and Abraham is entering Kindergarten this year. Theresa invites all families to get
involved in the great things happening at Morse this coming year. She is committed to being student
centered, community strong. Theresa can be contacted via e-mail: morseptobv@gmail.com or
phone (913) 839-3241.

Amy Stiner – Co-President
Amy has been a part of the Blue Valley family since her high school days at Blue Valley Northwest.
Now she is a parent to Drew, 8 and Ryan, 6 at Morse. She currently runs her own financial planning
practice and loves to SPEND as much time with the boys as possible. This is her third year on the
Morse PTO and she is ready to make an impact on all of the new Morse families as the CoPresident! She is committed to being student centered, community strong. Amy can be contacted
via email at stiner.amy@gmail.com or phone (910) 205-1766. Have a great 2017-2018 school year
Morse Marksmen.

Kristen Kuhlen - Co-Treasurer
This is Kristen’s second year serving our Morse community as Treasurer. Kristen is married to Jesse
Kuhlen. Kristen and Jesse we have three fantastic children, Bella who will be a 4th grader at Morse,
Oliver who will be a 1st grader at Morse and Gray who is 3. Kristen is committed to being student
centered, community strong. Kristen can be contacted via email at kristenkuhlen@gmail.com.

Mery Bergener – Co-Treasurer
This is Mery’s first year on the PTO Board. She and her family moved here in January from Dallas.
She has two daughters, Kate in 2nd grade and Reese in 6th grade. She taught first grade before
deciding to stay home with her kids. Mery is committed to being student centered, community strong.
Mery can be reached at merylaurel@gmail.com.
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Amanda Maturo – VP New Membership
My name is Amanda Maturo. I was born and raised in Saint Louis where a lot of my family still resides. I
came to Kansas City to attend college at the University of Missouri-Kansas City where I received my
Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing. I met my husband, Jim, In Kansas City and we have three
amazing children: Karter (12), Ava (9), and Vince (7). I currently work part time at an outpatient wound
care and hyperbaric oxygen clinic. I am the Girl Scout leader for the 4 th grade girls and a huge cheerleader
for my kids actively involved in everything under the sun. We like the beach in the summer and
skiing/snowboarding on the Colorado Mountains in the winter. I have been involved with the PTO in
various activities throughout our time at Morse, and I am excited to be on the board for the 2017-2018
school year as your VP of New Membership. Amanda can be reached at amanda.maturo@yahoo.com.

Chris Gray – VP Room parents
Chris Gray is in his 4th year on the PTO Board. He will be the VP of Room parents this year. His
son, Lamont, will be in 4th grade this year. He has worked for GE for 14 years and is currently a member
of the Global Installations Team. He is a certified Project Management Professional and has an MBA. In
his spare time he coaches his son in sports and spends time with friends and family. Chris is energized
and ready to start a new year. He is committed to being student centered and community strong. Chris
can be contacted via email at johnchrisgray@gmail.com or phone (913) 484-8934.

Jennifer Stumpff – VP Fundraising
Jennifer is in her third year serving on the Morse PTO Board. She has two sons, Connor who will be a 5th
grader and Thatcher in 1st. Jennifer is currently a stay at home mom after working for 11 years in
sales/marketing for Brookdale Senior Living. She is excited about this years events and working with the
Morse community. Jennifer is committed to being student centered, community strong. She can be
reached at jenstumpff@hotmail.com or by phone at 816-797-0196.

Anne Geisler – VP Fundraising
Hi! I am Anne Geisler, and I work with Jennifer Stumpff as Co-Chair of Fundraising. My husband Ryan
and I have three boys, Joey, heading to 6th grade, Calvin, in 3rd and Turner in 1st. Currently, I stay at
home with my kids, attempting to work at controlling the chaos. In my “former life” I worked in a variety of
nonprofit organizations in fundraising and development. I love to read, relax, and watch sports. I look
forward to making a difference in the Morse community and help lead us to a fun year! Anne can be
reached at geisleranne@yahoo.com.

Tony Woollen – Secretary
This is Tony’s sixth year in the Morse learning community. This is Tony’s third year on the PTO Board.
Tony is very excited to meet and serve Morse families as Secretary. He has also actively served Morse
as the Yearbook chair in 2013 and four years as his daughter, Bella’s, classroom room parent. Tony has
worked for 25 years for the City of Leawood, Kansas. He is he is committed to being student centered,
community strong. Tony can be reached at tonyw@leawood.org or 913.653.5775 (c).
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 Respect


a caring and regard for the value, dignity, uniqueness, and safety of self
and others;

 Responsibility


a willing fulfillment of obligations to self and others and
accountability for one’s conduct;

 Honesty


Valuing the truth and acting with integrity and authenticity;

 Self-Discipline


Living within agreed upon or self-imposed limits in pursuit of a
greater good or long-term goal;

 Compassion


Empathy for others, combined with the demonstration of kindness and
support;

 Courage


Acting on your beliefs even in the face of adversity; and

 Perseverance


Putting forth efforts to pursue well-defined goals
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